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INTRODUCTION 

In September you will be moving to the next stage of your learning, which involves 

commencing your study for GCSE exams.  You have some choice about which subjects to 

study during Years 10 and 11 and you are able to design your own programme of subjects.  

You will be asked to take more responsibility for your own learning and there will be 

considerable differences in your workload.  You will still have homework, there will be 

many assessed tasks, you will have to plan to meet deadlines and learn to prepare for 

exams. 

 

Using the Booklet 

This booklet has been prepared to enable you and your parents/carers to have an 

opportunity to study the type of courses and examinations you will be following during 

the next two years.  It contains some information that I will present on Options Evening 

and information you can discuss with Heads of Department.  You may want to examine 

some additional Careers information by contacting Mrs Pattison-Wake. 

 

Courses 

At St. Mary’s the core curriculum involves studying the following subjects at GCSE: 

Religious Education 

Mathematics 

English 

Science 

The most able scientists will be offered the opportunity to study the three separate 

Sciences to GCSE.  The majority of students will follow a Combined Science course.  This 

leads to a GCSE grade in Core Science and Additional Science.   

 

Most students will have two Physical Education lessons each week.  This is separate from 

GCSE Physical Education and is designed to allow students to pursue sports at competitive 

and recreational level.  This should be fun and develop health and well-being. 
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Options Evening 

This is scheduled to take place on Thursday 24th March.  During this evening, I will speak 

about the options process, some information about different courses and some advice to 

make the right options choices.  Following this introduction there will be the opportunity 

for you and your parents to speak to subject specialists about different courses we offer 

at St Marys. 

 

You need to choose three subjects from the list below – 1 subject must be from ‘Choice 

A’ and 2 subjects from ‘Choice B and C’.  Most students should be planning to study a 

Language, a Humanities (Geography or History) and 1 other subject – this combination of 

subjects will qualify a student for an EBacc (please see details below).  Any student who 

wants to discuss their options with a member of staff should arrange to speak with Mr 

Giampalma. 

 

KS4 Option courses available at St Mary’s 

Choice A Choice B and C 

French French 

Spanish Spanish 

German German 

Geography Geography 

History History 

 Art 

 Business Studies 

 Computer Science 

 Design and Technology 

 Drama 

 Food Technology 

 Music 

 Physical Education 

 Textiles 

 *BTEC/Cambridge National: 

 *Travel and Tourism 

 *Sport Studies 

 *Health and Social Care 
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English Baccalaureate (EBacc)  

The department for Education strongly recommends the following subjects, which make 

up the English Baccalaureate (EBacc) and help keep options open for students in the 

future: 

 English Language and English Literature 

 Maths 

 Science (Combined Science or Triple Science) 

 History or Geography 

 A Modern Foreign Language 

Choosing the EBacc gives students access to a full range of employment options and the 

broad knowledge that employers are looking for.  If a student is thinking of going to 

University, the EBacc is recommended by Britain’s most prestigious Universities. 

Other research supporting the importance of studying an EBacc set of subjects are: 

 Achieving the EBacc will be looked at favourably with post 16, further education 

and employers when comparing applicants 

 Greater opportunities in further education (UCL Institute of Education) 

 Helps students’ performance in English and Maths (Sutton Trust) 

 A particular group of GCSE subjects that are looked on favourably by Universities 

(The Uni Guide) 

 Increasingly being used as a pre-requisite for post 16 and further education 

courses 

 Internationally recognised set of qualifications 

 

Some students can find learning languages difficult, but studying a Language at GCSE can 

be extremely rewarding, exciting and give them a competitive edge.  They provide an 

insight into other cultures and can open the door to travel and employment 

opportunities.  Employers value languages, they are becoming more important to 

compete on the global market and as a result are becoming a requirement for many 

graduate schemes. 
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Vocational subjects 

This year we are offering some vocational subjects for students who find terminal exams 

more challenging and prefer ongoing assessment.  These qualifications are in Travel and 

Tourism, Sport Studies and Health and Social Care. 

 

Response Form 

Key Stage 4 Options Evening on Thursday 24th March  

Following Options evening, the Options form will be accessible on Microsoft Forms.  You 

need to choose 1 subject from ‘Choice A’ and 2 subjects from ‘Choice B and C’.  For each 

choice you need to select a reserve option.  If you are unsure please speak to your 

subject teachers, Miss Criasia or Mr Giampalma.  Following Options Evening you will need 

to submit your completed form by Thursday 31st March.  If there are any problems about 

your course choices, I will discuss alternative option subjects with you. 

 

A Giampalma 

Assistant Headteacher 
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Fine Art 

Why choose Fine Art?    

 You enjoy Art and have found it challenging and rewarding 

 You welcome the balance it gives you to other academic subjects 

 You enjoy learning new techniques and working with a range of media & materials 

and are keen to develop your own interests and skills 

 Your teacher will help and inspire you to experiment with a wide range of new 

materials and techniques and to explore the work of other artists and designers. 

 Art is a practical subject which, will extend your knowledge and skills can give you 

a route into the ‘creative industries.’ There is no written exam however there is a 

large amount of self-driven, dedicated work required to achieve a good result. 

 

Course Content 

Fine Art (AQA) is a course that allows students to develop their visual thinking and explore 

themes that they are interested and passionate in. The first term is spent exploring a 

teacher led project where students are shown a wide range of new, exciting processes and 

techniques that they may not have yet covered when in KS3. This project helps build the 

students skills and confidence by exploring a wide range of materials, helping them 

identify which medias they are most drawn to. From this project they will then create a 

new body of work where they take direction and ownership over themes they want to 

explore. This allows them to develop their style, individuality and explore areas in Art that 

they want to. As they do this they will have 1:1 creative discussions in lessons to nurture 

their project and ideas, being stretched and challenged to accomplish personalised, unique 

and creative sketchbooks. 

 

Unit 1 Portfolio of Work – 60% 

 Teacher led project at the start of year 10 through until early spring that explores 

and investigates a wide range of processes, skills and techniques allowing students 

to build confidence and skills, as well as know and recognise which ways of working 

they are drawn to and passionate about.  
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 Students will study in depth, one sustained project selected in response to a theme 

that will show development of an idea right through to a final piece. This project 

will start towards the end of year 10 and will continue into the first part of Year 11. 

Students will use their own primary research of artists, photography and drawings 

to develop ideas and designs.  

Unit 2 Externally Set Task - 40% 

 In January of Year 11 students will be given an external paper from which they will 

choose a ‘starting point’ for their final project. The whole of the Spring Term is 

dedicated to preparing for the final project through research and development of 

ideas and techniques.  

 Students will be given lots of help from their teacher to enable them to feel 

confident and fully prepared for the 10 hour exam practical exam, where they 

produce a final outcome for this project. This usually takes place over two days at 

the end of April.   

Exhibition 

All GCSE portfolio and exam work will be displayed in an exhibition at the end of the course 

to enable final moderation from the exam board. A private view held in the evening will 

give students the exciting opportunity to show all their textile work to family, friends, staff 

and students. 
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Visits 

Trips to galleries and museums are an important part of the course for research and 

inspiration; we aim to take students on visits in both Years 10 and 11. Trips in the past have 

included London, Bristol, Oxford & Barcelona. 

 

 

                   

 

 

 

 

Equipment 

Some investment in art equipment will be required in order for students to work at home. 

Art packs, at cost price are available for approx. £30, which include good quality materials, 

equipment and a sketchbook. 
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AQA TEXTILE DESIGN GCSE 

 

Why choose Textiles?                                                      

 You enjoy being creative and making things using fabrics and textiles. 

 You like the balance textiles gives to the other academic subjects in school. 

 You have enjoyed learning new textile techniques, and processes working with 

fabrics, printing and stitching and you are keen to develop your own interests and 

skills. 

 You are interested to explore the work of other artists and designers to help inspire 

and develop your own style leading to making your own designs. 

 Textiles Design is an exciting practical subject, which requires lots of work to 

achieve good results. It is a rewarding subject, which will extend your knowledge, 

skills and interests and can give you a route into the ‘creative industries’. There is 

no formal written exam; students provide written annotation to support their own 

artwork as it progresses. 

 

Course Content 

The Textile Design GCSE (AQA) is a broad art-based textiles course providing students with 

a wide range of creative and stimulating opportunities to explore their individual interests 

and to develop their textile design knowledge, understanding and skills. 

Unit 1 Portfolio of Work – 60% 

 Students will study in depth, one sustained project selected in response to a subject 

or theme that will show development of an idea right through to a final piece. This 

project will start towards the end of Year 10 and will continue into the first part of 

Year 11. 

 A selection of further work resulting from activities and workshops in the 

classroom: such as experimentation, developing new skills, responses to other 

artist work as well as some ‘mini’ projects to support the main project. 

 Students can choose what to do for the sustained project from a list of starting 

points developed in conjunction with the teacher. Areas of Textile Design may 
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include: fashion, costume, dyeing, printing, domestic textiles, constructed textiles, 

stitching and embellishment.  

 

Unit 2 Externally Set Task - 40% 

 In January of Year 11 students will be given an external paper from which they will 

choose a ‘starting point’ for their final project. The whole of the Spring Term is 

dedicated to preparing for the final project through research and development of 

ideas and techniques. Students will be given lots of help from their teacher to 

enable them to feel confident and fully prepared for the 10-hour exam, which takes 

place over two days around Easter, in which they will complete their final piece of 

work. 

Exhibition 

All GCSE portfolio and exam work will be displayed in an exhibition at the end of the course 

to enable final moderation from the exam board. A private view held in the evening will 

give students the exciting opportunity to show all their textile work to family, friends, staff 

and students. 
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Visits  

Trips to galleries and museums are an important part of the course for research and 

inspiration. We aim to take students on visits in both Years 10 and 11.  

 

Equipment 

Some investment in art equipment will be required in order for students to work at home. 

Art packs, at cost price are available for approx. £30, which include good quality materials, 

equipment and a sketchbook. 
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BUSINESS STUDIES 

Being Enterprising is widely recognised as a key skill in modern life. It encourages us to be 

independent, creative and enables us to make effective decisions. GCSE Business equips 

students with the skills and confidence to explore how different business situations affect 

decision-making. They develop their understanding of concepts, objectives and 

terminology, and the impact of contemporary issues on business operations. This GCSE 

will enable students to develop life skills by making them financially and commercially 

aware. It is an excellent introduction to a wide range of further study opportunities, as well 

as being very useful for those pursuing apprenticeships when they leave school. 

OCR GCSE Business J204 

 

Successful businesses are those that understand and respond to the markets that they 

operate in. To ensure that students can relate to this we deliver a broad and balanced 

curriculum which makes regular use of the business news and other issues such as 

environmental concerns. We also regularly use local business stories to help pupils gain a 

deeper understanding of the community in which they live, and may go on to work in.  

 

This wider focus helps build our decision making and analytical skills by considering how 

we would deal with a variety of situations both local and national. This gives students a 

starting point for further discovery on the impact that business makes on all of our lives.  
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In order to give pupils realistic opportunities to experience business decisions, when 

possible we give them the opportunity to visit businesses and we enter enterprise 

competitions. 

Assessment 

We test our knowledge through the use of past examination questions and end of module 

tests. The skill of writing well developed business arguments is built over the course by 

tackling increasingly complex scenarios. 

The GCSE is examined via two external exams. The papers are of equal weight and both 

comprise a mixture of multiple choice, short and long answer questions. The first paper 

assesses the pupil’s knowledge of the unit one topics whilst the second paper assesses the 

unit two topics whilst also including at least one longer question which requires pupils to 

consider the impacts on a whole business rather than just specific areas. 

Post GCSE 

Every pupil will engage in the business world when they leave education as either a 

consumer, employee or entrepreneur. The provision of effective business and enterprise 

education will give pupils a foundation of well-rounded knowledge and skills, with which 

to transition to their future. This GCSE is an ideal introduction to careers in many aspects 

of business including marketing, banking, accountancy, media, HR, law, production 

management and politics as well as of course becoming an entrepreneur.  
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DRAMA Exam Board AQA 

In order to gain the most out of GCSE Drama students must enjoy performing, be willing 

to work as part of a team and understand the merits and necessity of rehearsal outside 

timetabled lesson time. 

 

Students who enjoy performing learn to collaborate with others, think analytically and 

evaluate effectively. They gain the confidence to pursue their own ideas, reflect and refine 

their efforts. Whatever the future holds, students of GCSE Drama emerge with a toolkit of 

transferable skills, applicable both in further studies and in the workplace. 

 All assessment is linear, with written exams taking place at the end of the course. 

 60% of the GCSE will be assessed through non-exam assessment, 40% through a 

written exam. 

 To ensure papers are accessible to all students, the written exam starts with 

multiple-choice questions before moving on to extended questions. 

 Practical work will be assessed by the teacher or by a visiting examiner, depending 

on the component. 

 

GCSE specification at a glance 

Component 1: Understanding Drama  

What’s assessed? 

 Knowledge and understanding of drama and theatre 

 Study of one set play  

 Analysis and evaluation of the work of live theatre makers 

How it’s assessed 

 Written exam: 1 hour and 45 minutes 

 Open book 

 80 marks 

 40% of GCSE 
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Questions 

 Section A: multiple choice (4 marks) 

 Section B: four questions on a given extract from the set play (44 marks) 

 Section C: one two part question (from a choice) on the work of theatre makers in 

a single live theatre production (32 marks)vising drama (practical) 

 

Component 2: Devising Drama (practical) 

What is assessed? 

 Process of creating devised drama 

 Performance of devised drama  

 Analysis and evaluation of own work 

How it’s assessed 

 Devising log (60 marks) 

 Devised performance (20 marks) 

 80 marks in total 

 40% of GCSE 

This component is marked by teachers and moderated by AQA.C: Texts in practice  

 

Component 3: Texts in practice (practical) 

What is assessed? 

 Performance of two extracts from one play  

 Free choice of play but it must contrast with the set play chosen for Component 1 

How it’s assessed 

 Performance of Extract 1 (25 marks) and Extract 2 (25 marks) 

 50 marks in total 

 20% of GCSE 

This component is marked by a visiting examiner. 
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE 

All students will follow Edexcel’s Level 1/Level 2 GCSE (9–1) in English Language. It is a linear 

course consisting of two externally examined components and one endorsement for 

Spoken Language. 

Component 1: Fiction and Imaginative Writing1: Fic 

Overview of content 

● Study selections from a range of prose fiction. 

● Develop skills to analyse and evaluate 19th-century fiction extracts. 

● Develop imaginative writing skills to engage the reader. 

● Use spelling, punctuation and grammar accurately. On 

Overview of assessment 

● 40% of the GCSE. 

● Section A – Reading: questions on an unseen 19th-century fiction extract. 

● Section B – Writing: a choice of two writing tasks. The tasks are linked by a theme to the 

reading extract. 

● Assessment duration 1 hour and 45 minutes. A 

Component 2: Non-fiction and Transactional Writing 

Overview of content 

● Study a range of 20th and 21st-century non-fiction texts (including literary non-fiction). 

● Develop skills to analyse evaluate and compare non-fiction extracts. 

● Develop transactional writing skills for a variety of forms, purposes and audiences. 

● Use spelling, punctuation and grammar accurately. 

Overview of assessment 

● 60% of the GCSE. 

● Section A – Reading: questions on two thematically linked, unseen non-fiction extracts. 

● Section B – Writing: a choice of two writing tasks. The tasks are linked by a theme to the 

reading extracts. 

● Assessment duration: 2 hours and 5 minutes 
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Assessment of Spoken Language 

The preparation and assessment of spoken language is a compulsory requirement of the 

course of study. It will appear on all students’ certificates as a separately reported grade, 

alongside the overall grade issued: Pass, Merit or distinction. The criteria will address the 

following assessment objectives: 

● Demonstrate presentation skills in a formal setting. 

● Listen and respond appropriately to spoken language, including to questions and 

feedback to presentations. 

● Use spoken Standard English effectively in speeches and presentations. 
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ENGLISH LITERATURE 

All students also study English Literature will follow Edexcel’s GCSE (9–1) in English 

Literature. It is a linear course consisting of two externally examined components. 

Component 1: Shakespeare and Post-1914 Literature:  

Overview of content 

● Study a Shakespeare play and a post-1914 British play or novel. 

● Develop skills to analyse how the language, form, structure and context of texts can 

create meanings and effects. 

● Develop skills to maintain a critical style and informed personal response. 

Overview of assessment 

● 50% of the GCSE. 

● Section A – ‘Macbeth’: a two-part question, with the first task focused on an extract of 

approximately 30 lines. The second task is focused on how a theme reflected in the extract 

is explored elsewhere in the play. 

● Section B – ‘Journey’s End’- ONE essay question. 

● Assessment duration: 1 hour and 45 minutes. 

● Closed book (texts are not allowed in the examination). 

Component 2: 19th-century Novel and Poetry since 1789 

Overview of content 

● Study a 19th-century novel and a poetry collection from the Pearson Poetry Anthology. 

● Develop skills to analyse how the language, form, structure and context of texts can 

create meanings and effects. 

● Develop skills to maintain a critical style and informed personal response. 

● Develop comparison skills. 

Overview of assessment 

● 50% of the GCSE. 

● Section A – ‘A Christmas Carol’: ONE extract question and ONE essay question, exploring 

the whole text. The extract is approximately 400 words. 

● Section B – Part 1: ONE question comparing a named poem from the Pearson Poetry 

Anthology collection to another poem from the anthology. The named poem will be shown 

in the question paper. Part 2: ONE question comparing two unseen contemporary poems. 

● Assessment duration: 2 hours and 15 minutes. 

● Closed book (texts are not allowed in the examination).  
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FRENCH, GERMAN, SPANISH GCSE 

 

 

 

 

Why wouldn’t you consider a Language GCSE? Languages are fun to learn and 

exceptionally useful! There is no doubt that language skills are in great demand and 

students at St Mary’s are fortunate to have the opportunity to study one or two languages 

at GCSE level. Some of our best Universities may request the study of a language at GCSE 

as an entrance requirement for certain degrees and numerous degrees are offered with 

the study of a foreign language alongside, and the opportunity to spend a year studying 

abroad. 

Benefits of further study 

Here are our top 10 reasons why languages are great: 

 English is not enough! Not everyone speaks or wants to speak English. 

 A language will always be useful, no matter what you do. 

 In class, you get to study a wide range of topics all about different people and 

cultures, not just how to speak. 

 You can read books, watch films and listen to songs in their native language - and 

understand them too! 

 Languages mean business - being able to speak another language will make you 

really stand out. 

Businesses are looking for people who speak and understand other cultures. 

 They are good for you! Speaking more than one language increases your brain 

capacity and improves your memory. 

 It is really impressive to be able to speak a foreign language. It is a real achievement 

that your friends will envy and employers will love! 

 Opportunities for travel will open for you as you can talk to lots more people when 

you go abroad. 

 Using a language at work could raise your salary by 8-20%. 

 Learning languages really improves your communication skills. 
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What makes a successful MFL pupil? 

 Someone who is prepared to have a go. 

 Someone who likes a challenge. 

 Someone who can work independently.  

 Someone who can figure out patterns. 

 Someone who likes talking. 

 Someone who appreciates other ways of life.  

 Someone who is not afraid of hard work. 

GCSE MFL - What do you study? 

Theme One: Identity and 

Culture  

Topic 1: Me, my family and 

friends  

• Relationships with family 

and friends  

• Marriage/partnership  

Topic 2: Technology in 

everyday life• Social media  

• Mobile technology 

Topic 3: Free-time activities 

• Music • Cinema and TV 

• Food and eating out 

• Sport 

Topic 4: Customs and 

festivals in the target 

language-speaking 

countries/communities 

Theme Two: Local, national, 

international and global 

areas of interest 

Topic 1: Home, town, 

neighbourhood and region 

 

Topic 2: Social issues  

• Charity/voluntary work 

• Healthy/unhealthy living  

 

Topic 3: Global issues 

• The environment 

•Poverty/homelessness  

 

Topic 4: Travel and tourism  

 

Theme Three: Current 

and future study and 

employment 

Topic 1: My studies  

 

Topic 2: Life at 

school/college  

 

Topic 3: Education post-

16  

 

Topic 4: Jobs, career 

choices and ambitions 

 

Examinations 

Listening Reading Speaking Writing 

Examination 25%  

 

Foundation 35 

minutes Higher 45 

minutes  

 

Marked by AQA  

Examination 25%  

 

Foundation 45 

minutes Higher 1 

hour  

 

Marked by AQA 

Examination 25%  

 

Foundation 7-9 

minutes Higher 10-12 

minutes  

 

Conducted by class 

teacher and marked 

by AQA 

Examination 25%  

 

Foundation 1 hour 

Higher 1 hour 15  

minutes  

 

Marked by AQA 

All exams can be sat at foundation or higher Tier. Pupils must sit the same tier across 

all skills. Foundation tier grades 1-5. Higher tier grades 4-9 
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FOOD PREPARATION AND NUTRITION 

Why choose Food Preparation and Nutrition? 

 You enjoy cooking and would like to expand your cooking skills. 

 You would like to work in a food related industry. 

 You have a particular interest in food which you would like to explore; food 

cultures, trends and fashions, food preferences and diets, healthy eating, ethical 

and social issues involved with feed ourselves and others in our world 

 You enjoy the balance a practical subject gives to your academic studies. 

 You work well as a kinaesthetic learner – learn by 

‘doing’ and ‘making’. 

 

 

Course content: 

Food Preparation and Nutrition focuses on practical 

cookery skills and food nutrition.  50% of the lessons will 

be practical; either cooking or experiments looking at 

how ingredients work. There is substantial written work 

in Year 10 when you cover all the core topics, the focus of Year 11 is the two practical course 

work projects followed by revision. 

You will learn new skills; 

 How ingredients work together to create dishes – pastry, pasta, bread, sauces.  

 How cooking affects ingredient; sugar and starch browns, proteins coagulate and 

cook, how to manipulate cooking for taste and texture. 

 You will learn how to make complex dishes with many element; pavlova, lasagna, a 

fruit tart with a crème patisserie  

 You will learn how to garnish and decorate your dish to make it look visually 

appealing and professional 

 You will gain a thorough understanding of food groups and nutrition for a balanced 

and healthy lifestyle. 
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Assessment 

2 assessment strands take place in year 11 and grading will be in the GCSE format of 9-1. 

 Component 1: Principals of Food Preparation and Nutrition.  A written examination 

paper on food preparation and nutrition, set over 1hr 45 minutes and worth 50% of 

the qualification. 

 Component 2: Food Preparation and Nutrition in Action. An assessment of practical 

skills and evaluation, this section is split into two sections: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Assessment 1: Food Science Investigation.   Choosing from a choice of topics, 

students undertake and write a report on the function and properties of 

ingredients or processes in cooking. This is worth 15% of total qualification. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Assessment 2: Plan, Prepare, Cook and Present Three Dishes.  Students will be 

assessed on a three-hour practical exam and a portfolio of supporting evidence. 

This is 35% of the total qualification.  

These two practical assessments  are usualy completed by the end of April in Year 11 their 

marks are then added  to the writen exam in June.  
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GEOGRAPHY 

The subject is all about the ‘what, where, why there and why care?’ 

Geography is not only up-to-date and relevant, it is one of the most exciting, adventurous 

and valuable subjects to study today. So many of the world's current problems boil down 

to geography, and geographers of the future are needed to help us understand them. 

Can you answer any of these questions? 

 

Why do people live in areas at risk from tectonic hazards? 

Is weather in the UK becoming more extreme? What can people do 

about climate change? 

 

What sustainable strategies can be used in the tropical rainforest? 

Where is the process of desertification happening and why? 

Can rivers be managed sustainably? 

 

Why is the global urban population growing? 

How can the development gap be reduced? 

Why is demand for energy growing and where will supply come 

from? 

Do you have many of these skills? 

1. Cartographic skills eg: using grid references, scale and direction 

2. Graphical skills eg: drawing compound line graphs and pie charts 

3. Numerical skills eg: using units of measurement and collecting data 

4. Statistical skills eg: calculating averages and percentages 

5. Data skills eg: understanding quantitative and qualitative data 
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Paper 1: Paper 2: Paper 3: 

 
Living with the Physical 
Environment: 1hr 30mins,  
35% of GCSE. 

 
Challenges in the Human 
Environment: 1hr 30mins,  
35% of GCSE. 
 

 
Geographical applications:  
1hr 15mins,  
30% of GCSE. 
 

Natural Hazards 
(Tectonics, Weather and 
Climate Change) 
The Living World 
(Ecosystems, Tropical 
Rainforests, Hot Deserts) 
Physical Landscapes in the 
UK (Rivers, Coasts)  

 

 
Urban Issues & Challenges,  
Changing Economic World,  
Resource Management - 
Food 

 
A synoptic decision-making 
exercise based on pre-
release material. 
Fieldwork questions based 
on one Human and one 
Physical fieldtrip in the UK. 
Geographical skills 
questions including maps, 
graphs and statistics etc. 
 

 
 

 
Will you be going on a fieldtrip? 

Students need to complete two investigations, one human and one physical.  Each 

investigation will include writing hypotheses, selecting methods, collecting, presenting 

and analysing data, as well as drawing conclusions and evaluating both processes. 

The fieldwork will be conducted as two day trips during Year 10. A further optional 

residential trip will be offered to students taking GCSE Geography to Marrakesh in 

Morocco. 
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HISTORY 

AQA GCSE HISTORY Course 

Why should I choose History? 

 Experienced, knowledgeable, enthusiastic, innovative and dedicated History teachers. 

 A fun, dynamic course with interesting, thought-provoking topics. 

 Opportunities to develop your knowledge outside of the classroom, with a trip to the 

Battlefields of World War One in Year 11. 

 A programme of revision and support that helps you to prepare for your exams and 

fulfil your potential. 

 A History GCSE is part of the EBacc requirements. 

 

What will I be studying? 

There are four main topics over two exam papers. 

Paper 1 Topic 1 Germany 1890-1945 Democracy and Dictatorship 

This period study focuses on the development of Germany during a turbulent half century 

of change. It was a period of democracy and dictatorship – the development and collapse 

of democracy and the rise and fall of Nazism. Students will study the political, economic, 

social and cultural aspects of these two developments and the role ideas played in 

influencing change. They will also look at the role of key individuals and groups in shaping 

change and the impact the development had on them. 

Paper 1 Topic 2 Conflict and tension 1894-1918 

This wider world depth study enables students to understand the complex and diverse 

interests of the Great Powers and other states. It focuses on the causes, nature and 

conclusion of the First World War and seeks to show how and why conflict occurred and 

why it proved difficult to bring the war to a conclusion. This study also considers the role 

of key individuals and groups in shaping change and how they were affected by and 

influenced international relations. 
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Paper 2 Topic 1 Health and the People c1000 to the present day 

This thematic study will enable students to gain an understanding of how medicine and 

public health developed in Britain over a long period of time. It considers the causes, scale, 

nature and consequences of short and long term developments, their impact on British 

society and how they were related to the key features and characteristics of the periods 

during which they took place. Although the focus of this study is the development of 

medicine and public health in Britain, it will draw on wider world developments that 

impacted on the core themes. Students will have the opportunity to see how some ideas 

and events in the wider world affected Britain and will promote the idea that key themes 

did not develop in isolation, but these ideas should be referenced in terms of their effects 

on the core theme for Britain and British people. 

Paper 2 Topic 2 Elizabethan England c1568-1603 

This topic allows students to study in depth a specified period, the last thirty-five years of 

Elizabeth 1 reign. The study will focus on major events of Elizabeth 1 reign considered from 

economic, religious, political, social and cultural standpoints, and arising contemporary 

and historical controversies. 

Everyone knows History is only for really clever people! 

History is for everyone who is interested in solving puzzles and developing an argument. 

Of course, you might decide to carry on studying History until you are a University 

Professor, but you don’t have to! History teaches us about who we are and where we come 

from; you don’t have to be really clever to be interested in that. Of course, you are 

expected to do a fair bit of reading and writing in History but your teachers know how to 

make it possible for everyone to learn about the past. 

History is all about learning dates, you don’t learn useful skills……. 

Really? What about written and oral communication; arguing, debating, logical thinking; 

analysis; research; seeing how a complex series of events interact; decision-making, 

interpretation; consequences; deciding between relevant and irrelevant information; 

questioning; social interaction; using ICT programs; attention to detail, evaluating, 

balancing strengths and weaknesses; using evidence; creativity; significance; collecting 

data; drawing conclusions; identifying changes; distinguishing between cause and 

consequence; essay writing…are they not useful skills? 
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Careers for people with History qualifications 

Teacher, Lecturer, Journalist, Politician, Customer service clerk, Researcher, Community 

Support Worker, Librarian, Office Manager, Account executive, Shop/Hotel manager, 

Scientist, Doctor, Lawyer, Pilot, Cashier, Secretary, Public Services, Armed Forces, Tour 

Guides, Museum Curator, Bank Manager, Writer, Entrepreneurs to name a few. 34% of 

History graduates go into administration, management or finance. 
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COMPUTER SCIENCE 

Course: OCR GCSE Computer Science (9-1) – J277 

We shall be running Computer Science for those interested in getting to grips with writing 

computer software code and learning how computers and computer networks operate.  

Computer Science is relevant to the modern, changing world of computing and this course 

is designed to boost computing skills essential for the 21st century. 

The course is engaging and contemporary, part of it focuses on cyber security – looking at 

phishing, malware firewalls and people as the ‘weak point’ in secure systems, which 

students will study for the first time at this level. 

It has a greater emphasis on ‘computational thinking’ and encourages mental versatility. 

Students will use their new found programming skills on an independent coding project 

by solving a real-world problem of their choice. 

The course comprises of two 1.5 hour papers, both worth 50%. 

This specification leads naturally to ‘A’ level Computer Science, vocational courses and 

degree level courses in the area of computing, engineering and science. In addition the 

course provides the knowledge, skills and understanding that a growing number of 

employers are demanding. 

 

Why choose GCSE in Computer Science? 

Computing is of enormous importance to society, and the role of Computer Science as a 

subject is important in supplying the skills needed in science and engineering. Computer 

technology continues to advance rapidly. The growth in the use of mobile devices and 

web-related technologies has exploded, resulting in new challenges for employers and 

employees. 

 

Consider these 10 reasons to study Computer Science 

1. Computing is part of everything we do! 

Whether you want to be a scientist, develop the latest killer application, or just know what 

it really means when someone says, “the computer made a mistake”, studying computing 

will provide you with valuable knowledge. 
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2. Expertise in computing enables you to solve complex, challenging problems. 

Computing is a subject that offers rewarding and challenging possibilities for a wide range 

of people regardless of their range of interests. 

3. Computing enables you to make a positive difference in the world. 

Computing drives innovation in the sciences, and also in engineering, business, 

entertainment and education. If you want to make a positive difference in the world, study 

computing. 

4. Computing offers many types of well-paid careers. 

Computing jobs are among the highest paid and have the highest job satisfaction.  

5. Computing jobs are here to stay, regardless of where you are located. 

There actually are more computing jobs than qualified people to fill them in the United 

Kingdom. 

6. Expertise in computing helps you even if your primary career choice is something else. 

Having a computing qualification will provide you with a foundation of knowledge, 

problem solving and logical thinking that will serve you well in most jobs. 

7. Computing offers great opportunities for true creativity and innovativeness. 

Creating high-quality computing solutions is a highly creative activity. 

8. Computing allows you to work in groups or as an individual. 

Computing is often about being part of a team but there is also plenty of space for 

individual flair and imagination. 

9. Computing is an essential part of well-rounded academic preparation. 

An increasing number of universities and employers see successful completion of a 

computer science course as a sign of a well-rounded education. 

10. Future opportunities in computing are without boundaries. 

Computing is one of those fields where it is almost impossible to predict what will happen 

next. This is why we cannot even begin to imagine all the ways that you can make a 

contribution to it and it can make your life’s work exciting and real. 
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MATHEMATICS 
 

Mathematics is a creative and highly inter-connected discipline that has been developed 

over centuries, providing the solution to some of history’s most intriguing problems. It is 

essential to everyday life, being critical to science, technology and engineering, and 

necessary for financial literacy and most forms of employment. 

GCSE in Mathematics  

The course encourages students to develop confidence in, and a positive attitude towards, 

mathematics and to recognise the importance of mathematics in their own lives and to 

society.  It will also provide a strong mathematical foundation for students who go on to 

study mathematics at a higher level post-16. 

By studying GCSE Mathematics, students should: 

 

Develop fluent knowledge, skills and understanding of mathematical methods and 

concepts. 

1. Acquire, select and apply mathematical techniques to solve problems. 

2. Reason mathematically, make deductions and inferences and draw conclusions. 

3. Comprehend, interpret and communicate mathematical information in a variety of 

forms appropriate to the information and context. 

4. Be able to recall, select and apply mathematical formulae. 

 

Contents of course 

The table below shows the approximate weightings of the topic areas for each tier of 

assessment. 

Topic Area Foundation tier % Higher tier % 

Number 25 15 

Algebra 20 30 

Ratio & proportion 25 20 

Geometry 15 20 

Probability & Statistics 15 15 
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In addition to the above points, GCSE students are encouraged to: 

 Consolidate their understanding of mathematics. 

 Extend their use of mathematical vocabulary, definitions and formal reasoning. 

 Take increasing responsibility for the planning and execution of their work. 

 Be confident in their use of mathematics. 

 Recognise the application of mathematics in the world around them and be able to 

apply their mathematical knowledge in financial contexts. 

 

There are two tiers of assessment – Foundation and Higher 

 Foundation tier covers grades 1 to 5 

 Higher tier covers grades 4 to 9 

 

The GCSE is 100% exam based, with THREE examinations taken at the end of the course in 

May/June of year 11. 

 There will be two calculator papers and one non-calculator paper. 

 All exams taken must be at the SAME tier of entry. 

 Students will be entered for the tier most suitable for them. A final decision will 

NOT BE MADE until January of year 11 and performance in the mock exams will be 

taken into account. 
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MUSIC 

Unit 1: Performing 

We will study performance skills, improving accuracy, interpretation, phrasing and 

dynamics. 

Recorded and assessed internally 

One solo performance – any instrument, any style 

One ensemble performance – you must perform an undoubled harmony part in a 

group 

The combined length of performance should be at least 4 minutes 

30% 

  

Unit 2: Composing 

We will study composition skills in a variety of genres, improving skills in writing 

melodies, rhythms and harmony before developing into full pieces 

Internally assessed 

You will do: 

 One composition in response to a brief set by the exam board 

 One composition in any style of your choice 

 

Both pieces should add up to between two and four minutes. 

30% 

  

Unit 3 –Appraising 

We will listen to a wide variety of music from the areas of study below.  Pupils will 

discuss the use of instrumentation, melody, rhythm, structure, dynamics, harmony, 

tonality, texture and historical and social context. 

1 hour 15 minute examination 

 8 listening questions in total, two on each of the four areas of study 

 Identify musical elements and contexts 

 Musical dictation 

 Compare and contrast music 

40% 
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Area of Study 1 Area of Study 2 Area of Study 3 Area of Study 4 

Musical Forms 
and Devices 

Music for Ensemble Film Music Popular Music 

Western 
Classical 
Music  
Set piece: 
Badinerie for 
flute and 
strings by 
Bach 

Chamber Music 
Musical Theatre 
Jazz 
Blues 

Use of the 
elements of 
music to reflect 
what is on the 
screen 

Pop and Rock 
Bhangra 
Fusion 
Set piece: Africa by 
Toto 

 

Why choose to study GCSE music? 

 You enjoy performing music 

 You enjoy listening to different styles of music 

 You enjoy being creative 

 You would like to improve your confidence in performing 

 You would like to learn how to write longer pieces of music 

 You would like to develop your skills in a particular aspect of music such as reading 

music, performing, composing or theoretical skills 

 You have enjoyed music in year 9 and would like to do more 

 

Requirements 

Pupils who choose to study GCSE music would benefit from having peripatetic music 

lessons throughout the length of the course, though it is not compulsory. Pupils should 

work towards performing at a Grade 3 standard by year 11, anything higher than this will 

attract extra marks. 

 

What could you do with Music after GCSE? 

 Study A-level or BTEC Level 3 Music 

 Study a Performing Arts Qualification 

 Continue learning and developing your skills on your instrument 

 Continue pursuing performance opportunities 
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What careers can you do with music?  

 Session musician 

 Orchestral musician 

 Teacher 

 Composer 

 Music therapist 

 Events management 

 Musical Theatre performer 

 Music publisher 

 Conductor and many more! 

Studying Music shows colleges and universities that you are: 

 Creative  

 Committed 

 Analytical 

 Reliable 

 Confident  

 Expressive 

 

Other benefits of studying music 
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

Exam Board: Edexcel 

The GCSE in Physical Education will equip students with the knowledge, understanding, 

skills and values they need to be able to develop and maintain their performance in 

physical activities.  Students will also gain understanding of how physical activities benefit 

health. 

Theory – 60% - assessed with 2 exam papers at the end of Year 11. Theory work to cover the 

following modules: 

Fitness and body systems Health and Performance 

Applied anatomy and physiology Health, fitness and well being 

Movement analysis Sport psychology 

Physical training Socio-cultural influences 

Use of data Use of data 

 

Practical – 40% 

(10%) Personal Exercise Programme. 

 Planning the PEP, Carrying out and monitoring the PEP, evaluation of the PEP 
 
(30%) Skills and performance in three different sports (at least one must be team and at 

least one individual). 

Team activities Individual activities 

Football Rugby League Amateur boxing Sculling 

Badminton Rugby Union Athletics, Rowing, 

Kayaking 

Skiing or 

Snowboarding 

Basketball Squash Badminton Rock Climbing 

Camogie Table tennis Canoeing Squash 

Cricket Tennis Cycling Swimming 

Dance Volleyball Dance Table Tennis 

Gaelic football Handball Diving Tennis 

Hockey Hurling Golf Trampolining  

Lacrosse Netball Gymnastics Equestrian 
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RELIGIOUS STUDIES 

“We are not human beings having a spiritual experience but spiritual beings having a human 

experience” Fr Teilhard de Chardin SJ. 

 

In KS/4 all pupils will be entered for a full course GCSE in Religious Studies with the AQA 

exam board. Assessment will be by two written exams of 1 hour 45 minutes each at the 

end of Year 11. 

 

The course consists of two separate units 

Component 1 Catholic Christianity 

What’s assessed 

 Catholic beliefs, teaching, practices, sources of authority and forms of expression in 

relation to the following: 

Theme 1 Catholic Christianity 

Theme 2 Incarnation 

Theme 3 The Trinity 

Theme 4 Redemption 

Theme 5 The Church and the Kingdom 

Theme 6 Eschatology 

 

Students will also study Component 2 Judaism and Ethics 

Theme 1 Judaism – Practices and Beliefs 

Theme 2 War and Peace. Human Rights and Social Justice 
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DESIGN TECHNOLOGY 

 

Specification 8552 AQA 

 

            

We are using the new AQA syllabus, which develops from the 

practically focussed style of the previous course that has been delivered successfully at St 

Mary’s over the last few years. There is a far greater focus on technical knowledge as well 

as the inclusion of a more developmental project element to be completed in school. 

 

Aims of the Course 

1. To encourage pupils to combine their designing and making skills with their 

knowledge and understanding in order to design, make and analyse design 

prototypes. 

2. A greater focus on presenting the students with wider technical knowledge whilst 

embedding further cross curricular knowledge such as scientific and mathematical 

principles. 

3. To give the students the opportunity to develop practical designing skills and the 

confidence to design, make and modify products for identified purposes, selecting 

and using resources effectively and thoughtfully.  This includes the environmental 

and moral understanding of the role of the designer in the wider world. 

4. To encourage the development of pupils’ critical and aesthetic abilities, enabling 

them to evaluate design and technology activities, including their own, in the 

context of an identified need. 

5. To encourage pupils to consider the effects and implications of their own and other 

technological activity and developments. 
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Scheme of Assessment 

The AQA specification that is followed has a single tier of entry with one two-hour exam 

paper at the end of the course.  The assessment looks thus: 

Unit 1 – Written Paper (45601): 2 hours – 100 marks – weighted as 50% of final grade. 

What’s assessed? 

• Core technical principles 

• Specialist technical principles 

• Designing and making principles 

 

 

Questions in the exam 

Section A: Core technical principles (20 marks) 

Multiple choice and short answer questions assess broad technical knowledge and 

understanding. 

Section B- Specialist technical principles (30 marks). Several short answer questions (2-5 

marks) and one extended response to assess a more in depth knowledge of technical 

principles. 

Section C – Designing and making principles (50 marks) 

 

 

Unit 2 – Design and Make task 30-50 Hrs 50% of GCSE final grade (Out of 100 marks) 

What’s assessed?                                               

Practical application of: 

 Core technical principles 

 Specialist technical principles 

 Designing and making principles 
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What does the project involve? 

 A substantial design and make task. 

 Assessment criteria to include the following: 

• investigating 

• designing 

• making 

• analysing and evaluating. 

In the spirit of the iterative design process, the above should be awarded throughout each 

stage of the design process. 

Task(s) 

• Contextual challenges to be released annually by AQA on 1 June, in the year before 

submission. 

• Students will produce a working prototype and a portfolio of evidence (maximum 20 

pages) to demonstrate the assessment criteria above. 

• Work will be marked by teachers and moderated by AQA 

The overall qualification is graded from 1-9 

In our experience students who are interested in the technical aspects of design as well as 

having an open creative way of thinking will be most likely to succeed at this qualification. 

The new specification is far more rigorous in its examining of the technical aspects of the 

subject and therefore would suit students who have a good grasp of mathematics, physics 

and science in general as well as good creative designing abilities. 

Design Technology is not to be regarded an easy option. It requires hard work, dedication 

and an ability to think both laterally and in a strategic manner in order to achieve a 

successful outcome. It is however challenging, fun and exciting to be able to design and 

make your own solution to a set problem and an excellent option for those students who 

are able to think creatively 
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SCIENCE 

The science department will offer two options next year: 

1. Accelerated GCSE Course 

Separate GCSE qualifications in BIOLOGY, CHEMISTRY and PHYSICS. (This course 

is only available to those pupils identified by the Science Department as having the 

ability to cope with this more demanding course.  Typically the student will have 

achieved a grade 5 in the KS3 SAT taken during the Easter term in year 9.)  Each 

GCSE will be graded 9-1 with 9 being the top grade.   

 

2. GCSE Combined Science 

This is the equivalent of two GCSE’s but it will be examined as one course.   

The Combined Science course will be graded 9-1 with 9 being the top grade, 

however as it is the equivalent of two GCSE’s two linked grades will be awarded. 

For example 5, 6 is a higher grade than 5,5.  The new grade 3 is the equivalent of a 

grade D.  

 

Everyday life has many questions science can help answer. These may be questions about: 

 Who we are: for example, the history of the planet Earth 

 Personal choices: for example, how healthy our lifestyles are 

 How we use scientific knowledge: for example, controlling air pollution, TV, radio, 
newspapers and the Internet are full of scientific information but it is not always 
reliable.  Often, facts are mixed with opinions, and there are different points of view. 

 Students will develop skills throughout the course to identify these. 
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GCSE COMBINED SCIENCE is a course for everyone. 

You will learn about some of the most important Science explanations. These can help you 

make sense of the world around you.  You will also learn about how science works. 

Combined Science will be timetabled for ten hours every two weeks. 

You will develop skills to help you: 

 Weigh up evidence on both sides of an argument 

 Make decisions about science issues that affect you. 
By the end of this course you will be more confident about dealing with the science you 

meet everyday. 

In combined Science you will study the following units split into the disciplines Biology, 

Chemistry and Physics. 

Biology 

B1 You and your genes, B2 Keeping Healthy, B3 Living together – food and ecosystems, B4 

Using food and controlling growth, B5 The human body – staying alive, B6 Life on Earth – 

past, present and future, B7 Ideas about Science, B8 Practical skills in Biology 

Chemistry 

C1 Air and water, C2 Chemical patterns, C3 Chemicals of the natural environment, C4 

Material choices, C5 Chemical analysis, C6 Making useful chemicals, C7 Ideas about 

Science, C8 Practical skills in Chemistry. 

Physics 

P1 Radiation and Waves, P2 Sustainable Energy, P3 Electric circuits, P4 Explaining motion, 

P5 Explaining materials, P6 Matter- models and explanations, P7 Ideas about Science, P8 

Practical skills in Physics 

Studying science teaches you how to interpret data, think logically, and communicate 

clearly and carefully. These are all valuable skills, which are needed in many different jobs 

that are not science based. 

The Combined Science requires sixteen practical activities to be completed during the 

course. Each student completes four examination papers. Three separate papers in 

Biology, Chemistry and Physics respectively and then a fourth paper on data analysis. 

Practical skills and ideas are assessed by the data analysis paper. It will, in part, contain 

questions to draw on student’s understanding and experience of the practical 

experiments. 
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Accelerated GCSE Course 

GCSE Biology, GCSE Chemistry and GCSE Physics. 

The Triple Science course will be offered to students to who have achieved a grade 5 in the 

SAT taken during the Easter term.  

The courses look in more detail at scientific theories.  However the course is an accelerated 

program, each of the GCSE’s will be timetabled for two hours per week. 

You will learn in more detail about some of the most important Science explanations. 

These can help you make sense of the world around you. You will also learn about how 

science works. 

You will develop skills to help you: 

 Weigh up evidence on both sides of an argument 

 Make decisions about science issues that affect you. 

By the end of this course you will be more confident about dealing with the science you 

meet everyday. 

In the Biology, Chemistry, Physics GCSE’s you will study the following units, however the 

content examines in more detail scenarios with a more rigorous explanation of patterns 

and relationships. 

Biology GCSE 

B1 You and your genes, B2 Keeping Healthy, B3 Living together – food and ecosystems, B4 

Using food and controlling growth, B5 The human body – staying alive, B6 Life on Earth – 

past, present and future, B7 Ideas about Science, B8 Practical skills in Biology 

Chemistry 

C1 Air and water, C2 Chemical patterns, C3 Chemicals of the natural environment, C4 

Material choices, C5 Chemical analysis, C6 Making useful chemicals, C7 Ideas about 

Science, C8 Practical skills in Chemistry. 

Physics 

P1 Radiation and Waves, P2 Sustainable Energy, P3 Electric circuits, P4 Explaining motion, 

P5 Explaining materials, P6 Matter- models and explanations, P7 Ideas about Science, P8 

Practical skills in Physics. 

Each GCSE requires eight practical activities to be completed during the course. Each 

student will complete two examination papers for each GCSE; one looks at breadth of 

knowledge whilst the second paper examines the depth of knowledge. Both papers assess 

practical skills and ideas in Science. This will, in part, contain questions to draw on the 

student’s understanding and experiences of the specified practical experiments. 

All Science qualifications are now examined in linear style. This means all examinations are 

taken at the end of Year 11. 
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Cambridge National Health and Social Care 
Course: Level 1 / 2 Cambridge National in Health and Social Care (120 GLH) – J835 
 
The Qualification 
Offering an effective introduction to the health and social care sector, this qualification 
looks at the role the sector plays in the health, wellbeing and care of individuals. It also 
introduces students to knowledge and skills needed to work in various care settings. 
 
Underpinning the qualifications is a focus on person-centred values, rights of individuals, 
communicating effectively and protecting individuals. Also, supporting individuals through 
life events and the option to plan and deliver a creative activity or a health promotion 
campaign. 
 
The qualification is designed to help students learn practical skills that can be applied to 
real-life contexts and work situations, to think creatively, analytically, logically and 
critically and develop independence and confidence in using skills that would be relevant 
to the health and social care sector more widely. Read More - 
ocr.org.uk/qualifications/Cambridge-nationals/health-and-social-care-level-1-2-j835   
 
Assessment  
The Level 1 / Level 2 Cambridge National Certificate in Health and Social Care consists of 
two mandatory units and one optional unit from a choice of two. The externally assessed 
unit makes up 40% of the qualification.  
 
What is covered? 

 Essential values of care for use with individuals in care settings 

 Communicating and working with individuals in health, social care and early years 
settings 

 Understanding body systems and disorders 

 Planning for employment in health, social care and children and young people’s 
workforce 

 Creative activities to support individuals in health, social care and early years 
settings 

 Understanding the development and protection of young children in an early years 
setting 

 Understanding the nutrients needed for good health 

 Using basic first aid procedures 
 
Progress to 
A Levels, apprenticeship or further advanced vocational qualifications at Level 3, such as 
the Cambridge Technical. 
 
Final Award 
Distinction*, Distinction, Merit or Pass at Level 2 
Distinction, Merit or Pass at Level 1 
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Cambridge National in Sport Studies 
Course: Level 1 / 2 Cambridge National Award in Sport Studies (60 GLH) – J803 
 
The Qualification 
Sport is a key theme in most areas of both education and health policy. The need for people 
to lead healthy and active rather than sedentary lifestyles is increasingly prominent in 
respect of government initiatives, and this is reflected in the school curriculum, where 
physical education and sport remains core; these qualifications seek to build upon this 
provision at key stages 3 and 4. These sport qualifications offer learners the chance to 
develop different types of skills through largely practical means; communication, problem 
solving, team working, evaluation and analysis, performing under pressure, and 
formulating written findings from practical investigation are all transferable skills which 
can be learned and assessed through these qualifications and utilised in many other 
educational and employment settings.  
 
The qualification has been designed with practical and engaging ways of teaching in mind 
and enable learners to:  

 develop a range of skills through involvement in sport and physical activity in 
different contexts and roles  

 develop their ability to apply theoretical knowledge to practical situations  

 gain a better understanding of the complexity of different areas of sport and the 
sports industry  

 increase their awareness of different ways to stay involved in sport and physical 
activity and of different careers and roles within sport. 

 
Assessment  
The Level 1 / Level 2 Cambridge National Certificate in Sport Studies consists of two 

mandatory units and one optional from a choice of two. The externally assessed unit 

makes up 40% of the qualification. 

 
What is covered? 

 Contemporary issues in sport 

 Developing sports skills 

 Sports leadership 

 Sport and the media 

 Working in the sports industry 

 Developing knowledge and skills in outdoor activities 
 
Progress to 
The achievement of the Cambridge National in Sports Studies has the equivalence of 1 
GCSE graded 4 or above. This course can lead onto further sports courses at college/sixth 
form, or apprenticeship in the sport and health sector. 
Upon the successful completion of a Cambridge National in Sports Studies will develop 
knowledge, understanding and practical skills that can be used in the Exercise, Physical 
Activity, Sport and Health sector. 
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These skills will help you progress onto further study in the Exercise, Physical Activity, 
Sport and Health sector. This may be Level 3 vocational qualifications, such as the 
Cambridge Technical in Sport and Physical Activity, AS or A-Levels, such as Physical 
Education, Psychology, Sociology, Sport or Media or an apprenticeship in Community 
activator coach, Leisure team members, Personal trainer or Outdoor activity instructor. 
 
Final Award 
Distinction*, Distinction, Merit or Pass at Level 2 
Distinction, Merit or Pass at Level 1 
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BTEC Tech Awards Travel and Tourism 
Course: Pearson BTEC Level 1 / Level 2 Tech Award in Travel and Tourism (120 GLH) - 
603/7048/8 
 
The Qualification 
The Pearson BTEC Level 1/Level 2 Tech Award in Travel and Tourism is for learners who 
want to acquire sector-specific applied knowledge through vocational contexts by 
studying the aims, products and services of different travel and tourism organisations, 
their use of consumer technologies, the features of tourist destinations, how 
organisations meet customer needs and preferences, and the influences on global travel 
and tourism as part of their Key Stage 4 learning. 
 
The qualification enables learners to develop their transferable skills, such as researching, 
planning, and making decisions and judgements. The qualification recognises the value of 
learning skills, knowledge and vocational attributes to complement GCSEs. The 
qualification will broaden learners’ experience and understanding of the varied 
progression options available to them.  
 
The Tech Award gives learners the opportunity to develop applied knowledge and 
understanding in a range of areas. Learners taking this qualification will study three 
components, covering the following content areas:  

 The aims of travel and tourism organisations, how different organisations work 
together and types of travel and tourism, the features that make destinations 
appealing to visitors and different travel routes  

 How organisations use market research to identify travel and tourism trends, and 
customer needs and preferences, and selection of products and services and 
planning a holiday to meet customer needs and preferences  

 Factors that may influence global travel and tourism, and how travel and tourism 
organisations and destinations respond to these factors, and the potential impacts 
of tourism on global destinations and how destinations can manage the impacts of 
tourism and control tourism development to achieve sustainable tourism. 

 
Assessment  
The Pearson BTEC Level 1/Level 2 Tech Award in Travel and Tourism consists of three 
mandatory units.  
 
What is covered? 

 Travel and Tourism Organisations and Destinations 

 Influences on Global Travel and Tourism 

 Customer Needs in Travel and Tourism  
 
Progress to 
The course aims to give leaners the opportunity to progress to higher qualifications such 
as the Edexcel BTEC Level 3 Nationals in Travel & Tourism, A-levels or Apprenticeship 
courses.  
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Final Award 
Distinction*, Distinction, Merit or Pass at Level 2 
Distinction, Merit or Pass at Level 1 
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Post-16 Options 

There are a number of options for students when they leave St Mary’s. Most students 
continue with full-time education at the local colleges but some choose a work-based 
learning route with an apprenticeship. 
 
At Hereford Sixth Form College and other schools with a sixth form students will normally 
study three or four A level or equivalent subjects. Alternatively, they can choose the BTEC 
Extended Diploma in Sport & Exercise Science, which is the equivalent of three A levels. 
Additionally, at level 3 are Subsidiary Diplomas in IT, Travel & Tourism and Criminology and 
Extended Certificates in Computer Games Development & Cyber Security, Dance, 
Enterprise & Entrepreneurship, Engineering, Health & Social Care, IT, Digital Media 
Production, Performing Arts (musical theatre), Psychology, Sport & Travel & Tourism, all 
equivalent to one A level. Also available are National Diplomas in Health & Social Care and 
Sport & Exercise Science, these are equivalent to 2 A levels and a National Foundation 
Diploma in Forensic Science equivalent to 1.5 A levels. 
 
The minimum entry requirement for A level study regardless of institutions is 5 GCSE 
passes at grade 4 or above including English language, maths and sometimes a particular 
grade in the subjects to be taken (see the college prospectus for specific subject entry 
requirements). As a high proportion of St Mary’s pupils go on to study at Hereford Sixth 
Form College, included is a list of A level courses currently offered and the GCSEs that are 
required or recommended for entry, along with the minimum grade. This information is 
correct at the time of publication but can change so please check the HSFC website. 
Students may choose to continue their education at other colleges such as the Hereford 
College of Arts, Hereford & Ludlow College, which includes Holme Lacy Campus, or 
Hartpury College in Gloucestershire. These colleges offer vocational courses from entry 
level to level 3 which prepare young people for a career in a particular occupational area. 
 
Vocational courses can be taken at different levels: 

 Level 1 courses such as the BTEC level 1 Diploma (equal to 5 GCSEs grades 3-1) 

 Level 2 courses such as the BTEC Level 2 Diploma (equal to 4-5 GCSEs grades 9-4) 

 Level 3 courses such as the BTEC Advanced Diploma, BTEC National Diploma and T 
levels (equal to 3 A levels). T levels are a new qualification which started in 
September 2021. They are a 2 year course mixing classroom learning and “on the 
job” experience during an industry placement of at least 315 hours (approx. 45 
days). 

 
The other post-16 option is an Apprenticeship. They are available at different levels from 
level 2 and 3 initially with the potential to reach level 7. Apprentices are paid a minimum 
hourly rate of £4.81 (correct for 2022 entry) whilst they gain their qualifications. Entry to 
apprenticeships can be competitive so good GCSE grades are required especially in maths 
& English. Degree Apprenticeships are becoming popular choices following a two-year 
college course such as A levels as an alternative to full-time degree study. 
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See websites https://www.gov.uk/become-apprentice & 
https://www.ucas.com/alternatives/apprenticeships/apprenticeships-england/what-
apprenticeships-are-available/degree-apprenticeships for further information. 
 
Entry to higher education is likely to remain competitive and choices made in Year 9 might 
be crucial. For high achievers who are contemplating study at Oxbridge or one of the 
Russell Group universities, it may be advantageous to include particular subjects at GCSE. 
Please see the Pre-16 section of the Informed Choices booklet from the link below. 
 
Pupils who require further information are welcome to speak to Mrs Pattison-Wake the 
school Careers Adviser and Head of Careers who is in school every Tuesday & Thursday in 
the Careers Office, online school subscriptions to eCLIPS or make use of the Careers Library 
in school. Parents may wish to email with any queries at APattisonWake@st-
maryshigh.hereford.sch.uk. 
 
Useful websites for research: 
 
www.nationalcareersservice.direct.gov.uk 
 
www.gov.uk/appy-apprenticeship 
 
www.hereford.ac.uk (Hereford Sixth Form College) 
 
www.hlcollege.ac.uk (Hereford & Ludlow College) 
 
www.hca.ac.uk (Hereford College of Art) 
 
www.hwgta.org (Hereford & Worcester Group Training Association) 
 
www.riverside-training.co.uk (Riverside Training) 
 
www.novatraining.co.uk (Nova Training) 
 
www.hartpury.ac.uk (Hartpury College) 
 
www.informedchoices.ac.uk (Russell Group University Choices advice online booklet) 
 
www.notgoingtouni.co.uk  
  

https://www.gov.uk/become-apprentice
https://www.ucas.com/alternatives/apprenticeships/apprenticeships-england/what-apprenticeships-are-available/degree-apprenticeships
https://www.ucas.com/alternatives/apprenticeships/apprenticeships-england/what-apprenticeships-are-available/degree-apprenticeships
mailto:APattisonWake@st-maryshigh.hereford.sch.uk
mailto:APattisonWake@st-maryshigh.hereford.sch.uk
http://www.nationalcareersservice.direct.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/appy-apprenticeship
http://www.hereford.ac.uk/
http://www.hlcollege.ac.uk/
http://www.hca.ac.uk/
http://www.hwgta.org/
http://www.riverside-training.co.uk/
http://www.novatraining.co.uk/
http://www.hartpury.ac.uk/
http://www.informedchoices.ac.uk/
http://www.notgoingtouni.co.uk/
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A LEVEL COURSES AT HEREFORD SIXTH FORM COLLEGE 

Subject Required GCSE Grades Preferred GCSE 

Art & Design Fine Art Art/English 4/5  

Art & Design 
Photography 

Art/English 4/5  

Biology Biology or Combined 
Science 
Maths 
English 

5 
 
5 
5 

 

Business    

Chemistry Chemistry or Combined 
Science 
Maths 

6 
 
6 
 

 

Classical Civilisation    

Computer Science Maths 5  

Drama & Theatre English literature with 
performance experience 
or Drama/English 
literature 

5 
 
4/5 

 

Economics Maths 6  

English Language English Language 4  

English Literature English 5  

Environmental Science Maths 
English 
Combined 
science/science 

5 
5 
5 

 

French French 
English 

6 
6 

 

Geography English 
Maths 
Geography 

5 
4 
5 

Geography 

Geology Combined 
science/science 
Maths 

6 
 
5 

 

German German 
English Literature 
English Language 

6 
6 
6 

 

History – Medieval/Early 
Modern 

History 
English 

5 
5 

 

History – Modern World History 
English 

5 
5 

 

Law Most subjects should 
be… 

6  

Maths Maths 7  
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Fast Track Maths Maths 9  

Statistics Maths 
English 

5 
4 

 

Media Studies English 
Language/Literature 

6  

Music At least one instrument  
Music Theory 

Grade 4 
        5 

 

Philosophy & Ethics Most subjects 6  

PE Science  
Portfolio of evidence of 
practical competency 

5 PE beneficial  

Physics Maths 
Physics 
Another 
science/combined 
science 

6 
5 
5 

 

Politics    

Psychology English Language 
Maths 
Science 

5 
5 
5 

 

Sociology English 4  

Spanish Spanish 
English 
Language/Literature 

6 
6 

 

 
In general, a student studying at A level or other Level 3 courses available will be 
expected to have achieved at least 5 GCSEs at Grades 4 or above including English 
Language & Maths. 
 
Disclaimer: This information is correct at the time of writing but obviously can change so 
please always check the website, www.hereford.ac.uk  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

http://www.hereford.ac.uk/

