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ST MARY’S RC HIGH SCHOOL 
CHARACTERISTICS OF HIGH ABILITY 
These characteristics give you a broad idea of what high ability might look like; however they are not comprehensive and you would not expect each student to display each characteristic: 

Emotional/Social

· personal sensitivity 

· compassion for others

· can be intense, with perfectionist tendencies  

· moral sensitivity – judgment seems mature for age

· preference for older companions

· vivid imagination and highly creative 

· tendency to question authority.
Skills and knowledge

· good problem-solving/reasoning abilities 

· rapid learning ability and extensive vocabulary 

· excellent memory and unusually observant

· long attention span, particularly when engaged with an activity

· unusual curiosity and wide range of interests

· high degree of energy. 

Notes:

1. No list of characteristics can be all encompassing but it’s likely that your more able students will exhibit a large proportion of the above.

2. Refer to my power point presentation on G and T for further details about the characteristics of exceptionally able pupils. 
WHAT DO MORE-ABLE STUDENTS TYPICALLY DISLIKE?
· Being made to feel different

· Extra work that is “more of the same”

· Low level tasks and time filling activities

· Too much independent learning

· Not being told the lesson objective

· Unhelpful marking that does not set targets for progression

· Writing for the sake of it!

· Lack of variety in class/homework

· Waiting for others to “catch up”

· Not being allowed an “off-day”!!!!

