	Omnipotence
	The belief that God is all-powerful.

	Creation ex nihilo
	"Creation out of nothing." The belief that God created the universe without using any pre-existing materials.

	Imago Dei
	"Image of God." The belief that human beings are created in the image and likeness of God, possessing rational thought, freedom, and morality.

	Inspiration
	"God breathed." The belief that the Holy Spirit guides individuals to write or act what is true and good.

	Revelation
	The ways in which God makes himself known to humanity, particularly through Jesus Christ.

	Stewardship
	The duty to care for God’s creation responsibly, acting as guardians rather than consumers.

	Transcendence
	The belief that God exists outside of space and time, above and beyond creation.

	Evolution/Natural Selection
	Scientific processes, often accepted by Catholics as compatible with creation, explaining how species develop.


	Goodness
	The quality of being like God; seeking the well-being of others selflessly.

	Incarnation
	"Made flesh." The belief that God became human in the person of Jesus

	Natural Law
	The moral laws of right and wrong that are universal, discoverable by every human being, and not dependent on human-made laws.

	Privation
	The absence of a quality. Evil is considered a privation of good

	Suffering
	Pain or loss that harms human beings; it can be caused by moral evil (human actions) or natural evil (natural events).

	Free Will
	The ability to choose between right and wrong without being controlled by other forces

	Conscience
	The knowledge we have of what is right and wrong and the God-given compulsion within all human beings to do what is right and to avoid what is evil.

	Evil
	The absence of good and the impulse to seek our own desires at the expense of the good of others which often results in suffering.
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