Poetry Writing Challenge 06: Acrostic Poetry 
LO: To write two poems in the acrostic form.
Motivation: Acrostic poems are probably quite familiar to you – they’re the kind of poems where the first letter of each line spells out a word and that word is the overall subject of the poem. Today we are going to have a go at applying some of our good poetic techniques to create something quite special.
Example of a simple acrostic poem: 
	[image: Curious George: An Acrostic Poem Printable (Pre-K - 3rd Grade ...]



Example of a more thoughtful acrostic poem:
[image: ]Enjambment
(in verse/poetry) the continuation of a sentence without a pause (some form of punctuation) beyond the end of a line, couplet, or stanza.
There is no pause between ‘the’ and ‘ones’ yet both to fit the acrostic structure and to emphasise the point a new line begins with ‘Ones who fight…’


[bookmark: _GoBack]Understanding the poem:
The first poem is a name (George) and is made up of the attributes and qualities of the person and simple statements about what they do. 
The second poem is an abstract concept (freedom) and as such the lines are a lot more complex. The poet is discussing freedom through the lens of considering the sacrifice of soldiers who give their lives to protect the freedoms of others. The poet doesn’t use any rhyme scheme and has lines of irregular lengths. The poet uses enjambment between the fifth and sixth lines – which means one line ends without punctuation and the sentence continues on the next line of the poem – to draw attention to the fact that human loss to ensure freedom is an ongoing, daily struggle. In the final line the poet uses a play on words to draw a distinction between ‘freedom’ and ‘free’, because the freedom that we enjoy is metaphorically ‘paid for’ with the lives of the soldiers who defend us. 

Success criteria and self-assessment checklist:
	Technique to use
	Checklist 

	Use the acrostic structure to write your poem
	

	Enjambment   
	

	Simile or metaphor 
	

	Exceptional adjectives  
	

	Vivid imagery  
	



Task:
Write two acrostic poems.
· Poem 1 – your first name (you can do your second name too if you want to write more).
· Poem 2 – any word of your own choosing.
Suggestions for Poem 2 (if you are stuck for ideas): 
· How about using an abstract noun for your chosen word? E.g. Freedom, Peace, Understanding, Friendship, Responsibility, Forgiveness, Honesty, Gratitude, etc.
· Or, how about choosing a job for your chosen word? E.g. Doctor, Police Officer, Scientist, Paramedic, Engineer, Librarian, Solicitor, etc.

First Draft:
	

















Self-assessment:
In this section you need to take your time to critically evaluate your own work – are there any aspects you could change to improve your poem?
	I am pleased that I…


I think I could still improve my…





Improvement: Based on your self-assessment try to make at least two positive changes to your poem – please show your changes by making them in GREEN just as we would do with a GAP TASK. 

Final draft:
Please copy your final, perfect version of your poem into the box below.
	


















Finally, reflect on your change and say how and why it has improved your poem. Alternatively, if you don’t make any further alterations to your poem, please tell me why.
	I am (satisfied) with my final draft because…
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Acrostic Poem

George gets into mischief
E ats bananas

Often in trouble

Really curious

Goes to the zoo

Experi climber

Write an acrostic poem about yourself. Put the letters of your first name at the
beginning of each line. Write a descriptive word or phrase that begins with the
letter on the line.
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FALLEN SOLDIERS WHO GAVE THEIR LIVES,
R_EMEMBERING THEIR SERVICE AND SACRIFICE.
EACH NEW DAY BRINGS PRIDE AND HUMILITY AS
WE GO ABOUT OUR ROUTINES.

EVIL CANNOT OVERPOWER THE BLOOD, SWEAT,
TEARS, AND LOVE THAT GO INTO THIS COUNTRY
AND OUR PEOPLE.

DREAMS ARE ACCOMPLISHED, AS WE CONTINUE
TO SAY THANK YOU TO THE

ONES WHO FIGHT FOR US DAILY.

MAY FREEDOM ONE DAY BE TRULY AND

el ﬁ ... COMPLETELY FREE.





