Why did Geoffrey rebel against his King in 1381?


	After the Black Death wages rose, but now the Statute of Labourers demands that they are lowered again.
	Once a week, Geoffrey is made to plough the Lords land without being paid.

	Geoffrey’s brother Mark has left the Lord and gone to find a job with better wages.  Now Geoffrey wants to do the same.
	Geoffrey signed a petition against being treated as a slave which was presented to the House of Commons in 1377.

	Geoffrey fears for his home and livelihood because he feels threatened and humiliated by the French.
	He is aware that many of his problems stemmed from bad leadership in the government.

	John Wyclif does not believe that the Church should make money by selling pardons to sins.  Geoffrey agrees.
	Geoffrey heard a preacher called John Ball in the market square.  He believed everyone was equal before God.

	The people in Geoffrey’s village were expected to pay the new poll tax in the early 1370s.
	Everyone has been paying for the failure in the Hundred Years War.

	A new poll tax was introduced in 1380 with a rate three times higher than the previous tax.
	Geoffrey wants to be a free man and not be made to feel like a slave.

	Whilst his family work hard in the fields, the Barons and Church leaders live in luxury.
	The King is only 14 years old and everyone knows that it is his uncle, John of Gaunt, who is really in charge of the country.

	Geoffrey pays the same amount of poll tax as his Lord.
	Geoffrey’s diet is very basic, whilst his Lord drinks and eats fine wines and spices.

	Geoffrey wants to marry Catherine but his Lord will not give him permission.
	Geoffrey’s brother Mark was beaten for refusing to do what the Lord said.

	Geoffrey hopes that changes will be made if they appeal directly to the King.
	Geoffrey’s neighbour, Bernard, was imprisoned for refusing to pay the poll tax.
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