World War 1 – Context
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Origins of the War
The First World War started in the summer of 1914. Archduke Ferdinand was the Inspector of the Austro-Hungarian army and was visiting Bosnia, which was under Austrian control, to inspect the military there. The Archduke and his wife were assassinated by Gavrilo Princip, a member of the Black Hand Gang who opposed Bosnia being under Austrian control. The Austro-Hungarians demanded that the Serbian men who were supposedly behind the attack were handed over to the government. The Serbian government refused and so the Austro-Hungarians declared war on Serbia. This triggered a chain of events that saw different countries of the world line up on either side of the conflict. 
[image: Image result for world war 1 map]The countries had made pacts with each other and each side wanted to be top in Europe. There had been lots of hoarding of guns, increasing the size of the army and navy. Tensions were especially high between Britain and Germany.
Initially both sides believed that the war would be over by Christmas. The First Battle of the Marne came in March 1914 and was designed to stop the Germans winning the war in 1 strike. However, they reached an impasse and for the first time dug trenches to see them through the winter. The men dug-in and by and large did not move for the next 4 years. The fighting of the war mostly took place on the Western and Eastern fronts. The Western front, through France and Belgium, was marked by a series of trenches in Belgium and France which stretched for 475 miles. 
Armistice between the two sides came 11th November 1918 and followed by a series of treaties – with the most notable The Treaty of Versailles. 
Trench warfare 
[image: Image result for world war 1 trench map]Once the armies realised that there was going to be no swift winner. The armies dug trenches and settled in for a long wait. The Germans were the first to dig their trenches and so claimed the higher ground. This means that their trenches were often drier and better made than the British line. There was an area between the two lines called No Man’s Land. The distance between the lines of trenches was on average 100-300m but was 27m on Vimy Ridge and only 15m at Quinn’s Post.  
Both the armies sent millions of men over the top of their trenches, out across No Man’s Land to attack the opposite trench. However, this was not ‘regular’. Most of the time during the 4 years was spent waiting, listening to constant artillery bombardment.


Comprehension questions:
1. What year did World War 1 start?
2. Whose assassination started the war?
3. Why was he assassinated?
4. Which countries fought together?
5. How long did the British think the war would last?
6. What happened after the battle of the Marne?
7. How long were the trenches?
8. When did the war finish?
9. What famous treaty happened at the end of the war?
10.  What differences were there between the British and German trenches?
11.  What was the area between the two trenches called?
12. Where were the two trenches the closest?
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